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valves and other components, methods of repair and alteration, and
construction and repair facilities.

Interchange rules: Rules governing railcar dimensions and other design
features. They are established by AAR to facilitate the free inter-
change of equipment between railroads. AAR interchange rules gov-
ern aspects of tank car design and include design specifications for
AAR-class tank cars used primarily in unregulated (nonhazardous
materials) service.

Shippers: Chemical manufacturers, petroleum companies, and other
shippers of bulk liquids and gases operate most railroad tank cars.
More than one-third of tank cars in the United States and Canada are
owned by shippers, whereas most of the remainder are leased to
shippers. Representatives from several shipper trade associations
serve on the AAR Tank Car Committee and its work groups.

Tank car suppliers/builders: Most tank cars are owned by companies
that build or lease tank cars to shippers. The five largest leasing
companies own more than half of the tank cars operated in the United
States and Canada. A representative of the Railway Progress Institute,
the major trade association for tank car suppliers, serves on the AAR
Tank Car Committee.